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One or two Gonda worthies have attained
some measure of literary fame, Beni Madho Das
of Paska was a disciple and compamon of Tulst
Das whose life he wrote 1u the form of poem
entitled the Goswami-Charita

District  Gazetteer of Gonda By W. C
Benett.
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[ Extract from—

Memoirs of Zehired-din Mubammed Baber, Emperor
of Hindostan. Translated: partly by the late John Leyden,
Esqr, M. D, & Pastly by Willam Erskine, Esq. Publi-
shed in 1826, Page 381.

We were still a march or two from Oud,
when a messenger arrived from Chin* Taimur
Sultan, with the intelligence that the enemy
were encamped on the other side of the Sirwu,
and that he would require to be reinforced. I
despatched to his assisstance a thousand of the
best men from the centre, under the command
of Kizak. On Saturday, the 7th. of Rejeb, I
encamped two or three kos aobve Oud, at the
junction of the Gogar and Sirwu. Till that day,
Sheikh Bayezid had kept his station, not far
from Oud, on the other side of the Sirwuy,

' I halted some days in this station, for the
purpose of settling the affairs of Oud and the
neijghbouring country, and for making the nee.
essary arrangements, Seven or eight kos above
Oud, on the banks of the river Sirwu, is the
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well-known tract called the Hunting-ground.
Tsent Mir Muhammed Jaleban to examine the
fords of the rivers Goger and Sirwu, which he
did. On thursday, the 12th., I mounted, to sct
off on o hunting party.

( The remaining transactions of this year
are not to be found, in any of the copies which
I have met with:nor do the historians of
Hindostan throw any light on them. y—Editor.

e

I
{ Eztracts from—

A sclection from the Despatches, Treaties and other
papers of the MARQUES$ WELLESLEY, K. G., during
fus government of Indim  Edited by Sidney J. 0%¢d
L. A, (1877) Dage~-306, ]

29. Connected with this cbject and with
every principle of security bearing Telation to
it is the occupation of the whole tract ol
country forming the Doab between the Jumna
and Ganges to the mountaing of Kumaon. And
similar considerations will require the oceup®*
tion of DelhiandAgra and of a chain of postson
the western and southern bank of the jumn
from the mountaina of Kumaon to Bundelound
sufficent to secure to the British power the
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{ree navigation of the Jumna and the posses-
sion of both banks of that- river. It is not my
desire to extend the actual possessions of the
Company beyond the line of the Jumna inclu-
ding Agra and Delhi, with a continued chain
of posts to the westward and southward of the
Jumna for the purpose already described.

Page—300.

35. It is extremely desirable that Bundel-
cund should ultimately be placed under the
jmmediate authority of the British Govern-
ment, Such an arrangement svould afford great
additional security to the tich province and
city of Benares and would effectually check
whatever power might remain to the Rajah of
Berar or to any other Mahratta chiefin that
quarter. |

36. Reviewing these statements your Exce-
llency will observe that the most prosperous
issue of a war against Scindiah and the Rajah of
Berar on the north-western frontier of Hindos-
tan would in my judgment comprize,

Ist. The destruction of the French state
now formed on the banks of the Jumna toget-
her with all its military resources. .
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2ndly. The extension of the Company’s front-
ier to the Jumna, with the possession of Agra,
Delhi and a sufficient chain of posts on the
western and southern banks of the Jumna.

3rdly. The possession of the nominal autho-
rity of the Moghul.

4thly. The establishment of an efficient sys-
tem of alliance with all the petty states to the
southward and westward of the Jumna from
Jyenagur to Bundeleund.

5thly. The annexation of Bundelcund to
the Company’s dominions.

37. The result of such an arrangemnent
would destroy the influence of the French and
of the Mahrattas in the northern districts of
Hindostan, and would enable us to commence
the foundations of such an intercousse with
the Seiks and with the tribes inhabiting the
Punjab and the banks of the Attock, as might

. furpish sufficient means of frustrating any
attempt of an invading enemy from the wes-
tern side of the Indus.

( Page—318.)

6. His Excellency has, therofore, deter-
mined to enter into a negotiation with Himmat
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Bahadur for his aid and influence in establi-
shing in the province of Bundelcund an
arrangement calculated to afford to the British
Government the military and political advan-
tages of the local situation of that province in
the present crisis of affairs, and His Exce-
llency has accordingly addressed a letter to
that chieftain, stating, in general terms, His
Excellency’s views with respect to the provi-
nce of Bundeleund, and requesting him to
despatch to Allahabad a confidential agent for
the express purpose of conferring with you on
the details of the proposed arrangement,
Copies of this letter, and of the detailed pro-
posals which Himmat Bahadur has lately trans-
mitted through Mr. Ahmuty, are enclosed
for your information.

7. During the progress of the negotiation
you will be enabled to ascertain more precisely
than has hitherto been done, the means which
Himmat Bahadur may possess of effectually
supporting the interests of the British Govern-
ment in the province, and will accordingly be
enabled to submit to His Excellency theclaims

- which he may possess to a recompence from
the Government for his co-operation. '
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8. It appears from the former communt
cation with Thimmat Bahadur that s objects
are the attamments of a Jaghwre in the Com-
pany’s provinces withmn the Dooab, and the
release of his relation Omrao Geer, from con
finement at Lucknow.

111
{Extract from Purnea Report—

Tuchanan An Account of the Distsict of Pugnes i
1809 10 by Francis Buchstan  Edited by V H Jachson
1928 Page —173 |

The work 1n the poetical Hindi language
that 15 by far m greatest repute here = the
Ramayan of Tulsidas, who s said to have been
a Saraswat Brahman of Kas. This worh1s
unintelligible to by far the greater part of
those who read 1t Even pandits, who have
not made 1t a pecultar study, cennot compre-
hend 1ts meamng. This 15 sad to be owing 10
the author’s besides Sanskmb having 1nbro-
duced words from most of the mare remarkeb'e
dialects spoken 1n India, just as if a man Were
to compose a poem in a muxture of Greehs
French, English and German, which would be
nearly smmtelbgible to ‘many well educated
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persons of each nation. Whether any other
poets have taken a similar liberty I cannot
say; but those who study the derivations-of
Indian dialects would reqdire to be aware of
the circumstance.

v

[ Extract 'from :—SELECT WORKS of H. H. WiLsors
M. A., F. R. S, Late Boden Professor of Sanskrit in the
University of Oxford. Vol I.

Tondon : Trobnet & Co. 60, Paternoster Rnw 1861,

A sketch of the religions of the Hindus: Section 3.4 °
Page 63-64.] : 3

The Account of TULSI DAS in the Bhakta
Mala represents Him'as having been incited
to the peculiar adoration of Rama by the
remonstrances of his wife, to whom he was

*Section T,

Introductory Observations, pp. 8-9.

The wotks alluded to are in the Persian language, though
both were written by Hindu authors, the first was compiled
by Sital Sinh, Musshi to the RAJA of Benases, the second by
Mathura Nath, late Librarian of the Hindu College, at the
same city, 2 mag of great p 1 bility and eminent
acquirements : these works contain 2 short histoty of the

E 4
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passionately attached + he adopted a vagrant
life, visited Benares, and afterwards went to
Chitrakute, where he had a personal interview
with Hangman, from whom he received his
poetical inapiration, and the power of working
miracles : his fame reached Dehlf, whero
SHAH JAHAN was emperor : the monarch
sent for him to produce the person of Rama,
which - TULSI DAS refusing to do, theking
threw him into confinement; the people of the
vicinity, however, speedily petitioned for his
liberation, as thoy were alarmed for their own
security : myriads of monkoys having collected
aboub the prison, and begur to demolish 1t

ongm of the vancus sects, and descriptions of the 2ppS
ance, and obscryances, and present condition of ther
followezs ¢ they comptise all the known varicties, with oné
or two extephions, and indced, at no one place 1 Indiz
canld the eaquiry be so well proseented as ar Benages I8¢
wotk of Mathura Nath 15 the fullest and most satisfactosfs
though 1t Jeayes much to be desired, and much mort thas
Ihave been able to supply. Inaddimon to these Soutces of
information, 1 have had frequent recoutse to 8 wosk of 5
populatity and ectensiye cuculation, which embodies the
legendary hstory of sll the most celebsated BHAKTAS of
devotens of the Vashoava ozder, Ths work 3 cautied tb2
BHAKTA DMALAY
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and the adjacent buildings. SHAH JAHAN
set the poet at liberty, and desired him to
solicit some favour as a reparation for the
indignity he had suffered : TULSI DAS,
accordingly, requested him to quit ,ancient
Delhi, which was the abode of Rama, and in
compliance with' his request the emperor left
it, and founded the new city, thence named
SHAH JEHANABAD. After this, TULSI
DAS went to BRINDABAN, where he bad an
interview with NABHA JI : he settled there,
and strenuously advocated the worship of
SITA RAMA, in preference to that of RADHA
KRISHNA.

Besides these legendary tales of this cele-
brated writer, whose works exercise more in-
fluence upon the great body of Hindu popula.
tion than the whole voluminous series of
Sanskrit composition, we have other notices
of him collected from his own works, or preser-
ved by tradition, that differ in some respects
from tho above. From these it appears that
TULSI DAS was a Brahman of the SAR.
VARYA branch, and a native of HAJIPUR,
near CHITRAKUTA; when arrived at matu.
rity, he settled at BENARES, and held the
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office of DEWAN fo the RAJA of that citys:
his spiritual preceptor was JAGANNATH
DAS, a pupil, as well as NABHAJT, of AGRA-
DAS: he followed his teacher to GOVAR-

DHAN, near BRINDAVAN, but afterwards
returned to Benares, and there commenced his

Hindi version of the RAMAYAN, in the year
of Samvat 1631, when he was thirty-one years
of age. Besides this work, which is highly
popular, TULSI DAS is the author of &
SATSAT, or collection of one hundred stanzas
on various subjects : of the RAM GUNAVALIL
a series of verses in the praise of RAMA, of 8

GITAVALI, and VINAYAPATRIKA, poetical
compositions of a devotional or moral tondencys

and of a great variety of HYMNS—as RAGAS,
kavits, and PADAS, in honour of his tutelary

deity and his consort, or RAMA and SITA.
TULSI DAS continued to reside at Benares,

where he built a temple to SITARAMA, and
founded a MATH adjoining, both of which ar¢
still in existence:he died in the year of the
SAMVAT era, 1680, or A. D, 1624, in the reigd
of JEHANGIR, and the legendary stories of bis
intercourse with SHAH JEHAN, is conse
quently an anachronism.
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[ Extract from :—THE MODERN VERNACULAR]
LITERATURE OF HINDUSTAN
By George A. Grierson, B. A, B. C. S.

(Printed as a special number of the Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Part 1, for 1888.)
Chepter VI, Tulsi Das. Pages 43-44.]

‘Tulsi Das was a SARBARIYA Brahman.
He was born earlyin the sixteenth century
and died at a good old age in 1624 A, D. As
the old rhyme says:i—

Sambata soraha sai asi, Asi Ganga ke tira,

Sawana sukala sattami, Tulasi tajeu sarira:

on the seventh of the light half of Cravana,
Tulsi loft his body at asi, on the bank of the
Ganges.

According to the ‘BHAKT SINDHU’ and
the ‘BRIHAD RAMAYAN MAHATMYA’ his
father’s name was ATMA RAM, his mother’s
name was Hulasi, and he was born at HASTI-
NAPUR, but according to other authorities he
was born at Hajipur, near CHITRAKUT. The
usual tradition is, however, that RAJAPUR,
in the district of BANDA, on the banks of the
JAMUNA, has the honour of being his birth:
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place. Asa child he lived at SUKAR KHET
{ vulgo Soro ) where he was first imbued with
devotion to Ram. According to PRIYA DAS
(see Nos. 51 and 319 ) his wife first pers-
uaded hum to exchange an earthly for a divine
love, and, incited by her remonstrances, he
leit her and went to Benares, where he spent
the greater part of his life, visiting frequently
AJODHYA, MATHURA, BRINDABAN,
KURUCHHETTR’, PRAYAG ( Allahabad ),
PURUKHOTTAMPURI, and other holy
places. The only other fact in his life about
which there is any reasonable certainty ( bey-
ond the dates of some of his works 11is that he
was appointed arbitrator in a land dispute bet-
ween two moen, ANAND RAM and KANBAY.

Vi

[Extmct ¥rom the District Gazetteers of the Unied
Provincss. Vol XLIY Fyzabad. by H. R. Newll. 1903
Page 172-3.}

(AJODHYA)

From the scventh century A. D. for a long
period the place appears to have been almost
deserted, though it rose again in importance
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under the Musalmans, who made it the seat
of government for a large province. That it
was still regarded as a holy spot by the Hindus
is clear from the fact of its deseeration by
Babar and Aurangzeb, but it would appear
that the presence of Muhammadan governor
and his court kept the.Hindu shrines continu-
ally in the background. Ajedhya was a mint-
town of Akbar and Muhammad Shah, some
dams of the latter being inscribed “Akhtarnagar
Awadh.” It is not clear when-Ajodhya first be-
gan toassums its present proportions:the change
presumablyoccurred when the capital was remo-
ved to the new city of Fyzabad and the Qila
Mubarak or fort of Saadat Khan near Lachh-
manghat was adandoned for his country resi-
dence at the ¢Bangla”. With the departure of
the court the Hindus were left to themselves,
and numerous temples and monasteries sprang
into existence. Probably the rise in importance
was in some degree due to the growing popula-
rity of the Ramayan of Tulsi Das. The progress
has been even more rapid since annexation,
but before the middle of the nineteenth century
Ajodhya was regarded asa great and even
dangerous stronghold of Hinduism, as the con-
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stant fights between the rival creeds and the
alarm they occasioned in court circles bear
witness, This development was not due to any
particnlar person. The great familyof Sakaldipi
Brahmans, whose representative bears the
recent title of Maharaja of Ajodhya, had but
little to do with the place, and the fine palace
of the Mzharaja in the east of the city and its
adjoining temples are of very recent origin.

VII
{ Dustrict Gazetteer of the United Provinces.

Vol. XXI Banda. By D. L. Drake-Brockmen. Public
shed 1909, Page 178

On September 6th., 1803, Colonel Powell,
with a force of five battalions of native infan-
try and a suitable proportion of cavalry and
artillery crossed the Jumna at Rajapurand
marched to Karwi, As soon as the army
Teached the Pajsuni, Himmat Bahadur marched
from Kalinjar to meet it, while Shamsher
Bohadur retired to the west bank of the Ken.
The allied forces rapidly advanced, drove the
Maratha Chief from the river side and comple-
toly defeated him at Kapsa, nine miles from
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Banda, as he was trying to make his way
towards Kalpi.

VIII

[Extract from the ‘Distsict Gazetteer of the United
Provinces’ Vol, XXI, Banda, (1909 ) pp. 285.]

It ispaid that in the reign of Akbar a holy
man, named Tulsi Das, a resident of Soron in
Kasganj ahsil of Etah District, came to the
jungle on the banks of the Jumna, where
Rajapur now stands, and devoted himsolf to
prayer and meditation, His sanctity soon
attracted followers, who settled round him,
and as their number increased they began to
devote themselves to commerce as well as
religion. This is of course Tulsi Das, the
author of the Ramayan, and his house is still
shown in the town. Itwas a low kachcha
building, but has recently been rebuilt and
contains a shrine and an old, somewhat muti-
lated manuscript of the Ramayan. There isa
small muafi attached to the shrine, but the
present muafidars are ignorant and gnarrelsome
and do nothing to further the spirit of religious
purity and lofty ideals preached by the vener-



(=)

able poet. The shrine also contains & stone
figure said to be an effigy of the poet, of celes-
tial origin, and to have been found burijed in
the sand near Rajapur. Lacal tradition says
that TulsiDas became acquainted with Rajapur
through his having married into s Brahman
family in Mahewa, Taksil Sirathu, district
Allahabad, There are some peculiar customs
in vogue at Rajapur, derived from the precept
of Tulsi Das. No houses are allowed ¢obe
built of stone or masonry, even the richest
five in mud houses : only temples are made of
masonry. No barbers are ever allowed to
settle within the town, and no dancing-girls,
except of the caste of Beriahs, are allowed t0
live within it. Kumbars are also interdisted
from residence, and all gharas and pots ar€
brought in from outside. The rules, however
are now o far relaxed as to be held to apply
only to the precincts of Tulsi Das’ house.

Tulsi Das was bornin Sambai 1631 and
died nt Benates in 1680, The following verss
give the date of the pote’s death s

Sambat Sorah sai assi Assigang ke tifs
Sawan Shukla saptami, Tulsi taja sarir.
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Sambat solah sai ektis-a,
Karon Katha Hari-pad dhar Sisa,

where assi ‘gang is the mame of the ghat at
Benares at which he died.

X
[Extract from—The Imperisl Gazetteer of India Vol,
" XXI (1908 Ypp. 67-68.]

Rajapur Town (or Majhgawan) (2),—Town
in the Mau #ahsil of Banda District, United
Provinces, situatedin 25 23°-N.and 81 9’ E,, on
the bank of the Jumna, 18 miles north-east of
Karwi. Population (1901 ), 5,491. Rajapur is
the name of the town, and Majhgawan that of
the Mayza or village area within which it is
situated. According to tradition the town was
founded by Tulsi Das, the celebrated author of
the vernaoular version of the Ramayana, and -
his residence is still shown. He ja said to have
established several peculiar restrictions, which
are scrupulously observed; no houses ( except
shrines) are built of stone, and potters, barbers
and dancing girls are rigorously excluded. The
only public buildings are the police station,
post office, school and dispensary. Rajapur
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was for a time the chief commetcial centre of
the Dastrict, owing to its position on the
Jumna, but many of 1ts merchants have migr-
ated to Karwi, and the place 18 declimng, Be-
sides the export of country produce, thereis a
small manufacture of shoes and blankets. The
school has 90 pupils

X
Estract from—
Tulsidas’s Ramayana-Ayodhyskand,
Prnted from the Rejapur Manuscript
Edied by Lala Sitarama B A
{ Publishers, Kishore Brothers, 203
Muthigan), Allahabad,)

Preface —page u]

Fafteen years ago, Sir George Grierson Sug-
gested to me that half tone blocks of each pageé
of the book may be printed with a transcription
below 1n type. In 1909 I applied to the Educa-
tion Department to obtamn Gavernment sanc
tion for printing the Rajapur MS. by photo
zinco pracess. After some correspondence the
matter was dropped, Five years ago on the
recommendation of the Hon’ble Mr, Burn, C. s
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I, 1.C.S,, the Government was pleased to
order the Curator, Lucknow Museum to photo-
graph the whole book. At the same’ tire I réc-
eived an invitation from the ‘Tulsi Smaraka
Sabha’ to attend its anniversary meeting. I
gladly took this opportunity of going to Raja-
pur, and as one of the “NEEDS” of the Sabha
was to “establisha Pathshala where the works
of Tulsidas, and in particular the Rajapur MS.
will be studied and when necessary published™
T had the strongest hopes that the Sabha will
gladly take up this oppertunity of preserving
at least in photograph the greatest iliterary
asset of Hindu nation. How the project failed
will always be o mystery to me. All Y know is
that the Curator never went there.
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